1992 SPB5 SEASON UPDATE
Before getting to the races here are a few highlights from games played in August.

Tony Phillips, Redbirds, went 6 for 6 on August 9th in a win against Brooklyn.  Seven other players had 5 hits in an August game.

The Q’s Gary Pettis had two 2-triple games. Teammate Daryl Hamilton also had a 2-triple game.

Barry Bonds(Redbirds), Bobby Bonilla(Q’s), Kent Hrbek(Skysox) and Mickey Tettleton(Redbirds) all had two 2-homer games.

Frank Thomas(Lighthouse), Bonds, Terry Pendlton(Buckeyes) and Jeff Bagwell(Hedgehogs) all had 6-RBI games.

On the 9th, Darrin Lewis(Phantoms) stole 7 bases in a doubleheader versus the Skysox.

David Cone(Rough Riders) struck out 14 Leopards on the 1st and lost the game.
Mike Greenwell(Skysox) twice led off games with homers.

The Redbirds twice banged out 20 or more hits.  The Hedgehogs and Skysox both did it once.
The Rough Riders and Dreadnoughts scored 10 or more runs four times each.

The Q’s 24-6 record in August was the best month by any team in 1992.

AL EAST REPORT

There are four teams with a chance to win the division.  Three of the four need the fourth to falter badly to catch up.  Here’s the team by team skinny.

Quigley-On July 31st the Q’s stood at 52-50, 7 games back, tied for fourth.  A 24-6 August and some stumbling by those above them vaulted them to the top and a four game cushion with 30 left to play.

Black Swamp-The annual bridesmaid is holding the flowers once again and sitting in second place.  They’ll have to rely on a good pitching staff to overcome their weak hitting.

Carolina-At the halfway mark they were ready to print playoff tickets.  Since then they’ve gone from 6 up to 5 down and dropped to third.  Blame the pitching staff which ranks 12th in the AL while the offense remains the best.
Beach City-They’ve hung in there all year but sit 6 back with three teams above them and will need a lot of breaks to grab the flag.

Lafayette and Dexter have fallen out of contention and are consigned to play divisional spoilers.

AL WEST REPORT

We’ve got a three team race with last years AL champion Brooklyn falling from contention.

Baltimore-Divisional powerhouse Redbirds sit atop with a 4 game lead over their two contenders.  They’re powered by a high octane offense but the pitching can be suspect and may end up being their Achilles Heel.

Pitcairn-The number 2 ranked pitching staff in the AL has kept them near the top all season and they’ll rely on it to scale the summit.  They do have some usage issues with the offense and may have to patchwork some lineups to overcome their 4 game deficit.

Chicago-Like the Islanders the Zephyrs rely on pitching.  They rank #1 in the AL and it will have carry them again is September.  They’re tied for second, 4 games back and will need a good month and a Redbird stumble to move up.

Brooklyn, Frankfort and Pandora are out of the race and have the opportunity to surprise some of the contenders.

NL EAST
We’re down to two teams separated by only 1 game.  One was the preseason favorite and the other was a longshot now hoping to complete a surprise season.
Kitsilano-The Hedgehogs are the most balanced team in the league.  They rank 1st in offense and 2nd in pitching. A 17-13 August put them back on top after they ended July 2 down to the Skysox.  The numbers say they should hang on and win but can the shake the divisional surprise Frisco.

Frisco-They’ve hung in there with the #3 ranked pitching staff.  The offense currently ranks 6th in the league.  They’ve got to watch their usage with some key players and this could drag them down in September.  But, they’ve lasted this long and kept this close so they should make it an interesting close to the season.
Niskayuna, Phoenix, Atlantic City and Cleveland have all fallen by the wayside, although the MicroMets are 7 back and still within minor miracle range.

NL WEST

This is also a two team race but what a difference a month makes.  The current first place team is 2 up after being 4 down a month ago.  Is this a trend that will continue or will things reverse in September?

Cedar Rapids-19-11 in August has vaulted them to the top.  The #1 NL pitching staff and the #14 offense makes them a hard to predict overachiever.  But they’ve lasted this long and sit atop the division so don’t be surprised if they surprise the preseason favorite who is their competitor.
Wabash-4th in pitching, 7th in offense and 2nd in the NL West.  They were preseason favorites, sat atop the division all year and slumped badly in August(13-17) just when their chief opponent got hot.  It’s up to the baseball gods as to who will win the west but things are exciting in the NL.  Stay tuned!

Red Bluff, East Kenosha, Kansas and New Jersey are all out of the race but with head to heads will play a big role in deciding this race.

