SPB II MAY 1960 NEWSLETTER
Both leagues saw teams that got very hot in May and pulled away from the pack.  The AL’s Route 66 Hot Rods and the NL’s Salzburg Bishops each had a sizzling 20-5 record in the month and as a result the Rods opened up a nine-game lead over the second place Monarchs while the Prelates now have a seven-game lead over the Surfers.  For the sake of league balance, it is hoped both will come back to earth in June.  

The two hot teams also have a significant number of players among the league leaders.  Joe Adcock of the Monarchs leads the Al with a .367 BA but Frank Robinson of the Route 66 crew has 16 dingers to lead in that category.  Erstwhile journeyman Glenn Hobbie of the Hot Rods has a sizzling 10-0 record to lead in wins but almost as amazing is his teammate Jim O’Toole who has an 8-0 mark.  In the NL slugger Eddie Mathews of the Bishops leads with a .351 batting mark while Hammering Hank Aaron of the Elephants has 19 homers and Salzburg’s Bill Monboquette has 8 wins.

Swingman Seth Morehead of the AL last place Lions tossed a one-hit shutout against the NL’s doormat Wabash Rivers on May 24th.  Veteran Stan Musial’s first inning single represented the only hit for the woeful Wabash crew.  Morehead even chipped in a two-run double enroute to a 3-0 victory.  The Lions were a pathetic 1-14 away from the friendly confines of Comiskey Park.

The Hot Rods went 8-2 at home and a sparkling 12-3 on the road in the month.  They swept the shell shocked Beavers in five games, outscoring then 39-11 and hurling two shutouts.  The highly rated LA Surfers didn’t fair much better as they lost the series 3-2 and allowed 25 Hot Rod runs after shutting them out in the first game.  As mentioned above the 18-0 start of Hobbie and O’Toole has been a big factor in the Route 66 success.  
The Evanston Elephants had two interesting games against the Frankfort Fortress aka Fartless.  The first was a 15-inning marathon won by a two-run shot by Hank Aaron; Dick Groat not known as a home run hitter had two dingers in the game.  In the second, Frankfort was winning 1-0 going into the 8th inning but then the pitching staff collapsed, allowing four runs in the 8th and seven in the 9th to finish with an 11-2 rout.  

The Bishops enjoyed a 13-game winning streak in the month and only two of the games were decided by one run.  Mike Fornieles had five saves during the streak.  Salzburg has yet to lose a series in the young season.    
The Rossville Hornets beat the Rivers 20-3 on May 9th; Ernie Banks had six RBI’s in that contest.  Two days later they scored 8 runs in the top of the 12th to turn a close game into a 13-5 rout.  The Cruisers swept the Lions but only outscored them by seven runs in the series.  
