SPB II SEPTEMBER 1959 NEWSLETTER
The preseason favorites both made it to the finish line in the lead but their final months were a bit different.  The Southport Saints continued their late season collapse and the Hornets were able to cruise to a ten-game lead as the Saints fell to fourth, twelve games off the pace.  In the NL, the Bishops faltered a bit and saw their eleven game lead shrink to four over the hard charging Elephants but it was just too large of a deficit for the Pachyderms to make up.  In an exciting World Series, the Bishops prevailed in seven games but the details there will come from another source.  

In both leagues one player grabbed two-thirds of the triple crown as Rocky Colavito of the Fortress in the AL slammed 47 homers and had 130 RBI’s but his .247 BA was well off the pace of the Gladiator’s Willie Mays who led with .337.  In the NL Hank Aaron of the Elephants had a .351 BA and 122 RBI’s but his 31 homers were far behind league leader Eddie Mathews of the Bishops who slammed 52.  Three AL pitchers, Warren Spahn of the Hornets, Vern Law of the Saints and Lou Burdette of the Aces shared the league lead with 18 victories.  Don Newcombe of the Elephants was one of only two 20-game winners (teammate Early Wynn was the other) as he won 21 games.  

The Hornets had a 16-10 September record which was a bit worse than the Aces’ 18-10 but in the final standings the two teams were first and last respectively.  The Saints limped home, going 24-30 in the last two months after posting a 55-45 record through the end of July.  The Holy Ones just ran out of miracles!  

The Fortress had a mixed bag of results in the last month; they swept a five-game series with the Lakers and could do no wrong but then after winning the first two from the Monarchs, dropped five straight including three come from behind wins on the part of West Warwick.  

The Monarchs were not so lucky at home as they lost six of seven to the last place Aces.  Pitchers dominated the series as Bob Purkey pitched two shutouts and three other Ace pitchers had CG victories.  The only Monarch win came in Game Four and they had to score four runs in the bottom of the 9th to eke out an 11-10 victory.  Rookie Willie McCovey was 12-30 in the series with four homers.  The Eagles won five of seven from the faltering Monarchs as both Bob Miller and Dick Donovan won two games in the series and the only bright spot was a ten-inning CG victory by Larry Jackson in Game Five.  

The Saints went 4-10 at home in September, losing five of seven to both the Gladiators and Aces.  The Gladiators had a thrilling series with the Hot Rods winning five of seven games but five of the games were decided by one-run.  Glen Hobbie got the Hot Rods off to a fast start with a complete game victory in Game One helped by Orlando Cepeda’s two home runs.  Games Two through Four were one-run Gladiator wins with great pitching complementing timely hitting.  After a Hot Rod win in Game Five, the Glads exploded for a 16-4 win.  Then came an exciting Game Seven; the score was tied 2-2 going into the 9th inning.  The Rods exploded for four runs in the top of the frame but after two outs in the bottom of the frame and one run already scored, the Glads got a walk-off grand slam from Russ Snyder for a dramatic 7-6 victory.  The Hornets came to town and left with a 4-3 series win but three of the games were one run low scoring affairs.  In Game Two the Glads exploded for a six-run 8th inning and cruised to an 8-2 win.  
Despite a stellar 11-3 road record in the month, the Goshen Aces were only 7-7 at home as Willie McCovey continued his hot hitting after being called up in mid-August.  What would they have done if his hot bat would have been available for the entire season?  Willie Mays of the Gladiators hit .407 in their series and Al Smith drove in ten runs.  
The Elephants had several memorable games in the month as they went 19-9 but it was much too little and a bit too late.  Early Wynn, 39-years young, spun a one-hit shutout over the Cruisers, striking out 11 men in the process and gaining his 20th victory of the season.  The Cruisers came back and pounded 21-game winner Don Newcombe for an 8-5 victory but the biggest news was Cruiser hurler Danny McDevitt who broke an 0-53 slump at the plate with a fifth inning single.  Evanston built an 8-0 lead in Game Four of the Cruiser series, but was unable to hold it and needed an 11th-inning RBI single by Ed Jablonski to pull out a 9-8 victory.  Evanston went 10-4 on the road as the dropped the first two in Portland and then rallied to win the next five.  

Probably the oddest story of the season involved the two-time defending champion Los Angeles Surfers who fell all the way to fifth place with a 71-83 record.  Incredibly the Surfers had both the worst home record in SPB II (26-51) and the best away record (45-32).  This has to be a first in all of baseball history!    
