SPB II MAY 1959 NEWSLETTER
The surprising Southport Saints held onto the lead in the AL, but the hard charging Gladiators are now just a game behind.  In the NL, the Salzburg Bishops opened up a three game lead over the Cruisers.  Can these two teams keep it up?
Billy Bruton of the Fortress had a very hot month and surged to the batting lead in the AL with a gaudy .375 mark.  His teammate Rocky Colavito led with 16 homers while Bob Anderson of the Gladiators won seven games in May and now leads the league with eight victories.  Hank Aaron of the Elephants continued to lead the NL with a .354 BA while Eddie Matthews of the Bishops leads with 21 homers.  Harvey Haddix of the Slims leads with nine victories.  

The Saints continue to win behind solid pitching; the team ERA after two months is a gaudy 3.10.  Their May home record of 8-2 matched the April road record and half of the games were decided by one run.  
The Hot Rods were “hot” in May as they went 7-3 at home, including winning four of five from the defending champion Surfers.  Game Four of the Surfer series was a classic; the Rods were up 5-2 going into the fifth inning when the LA crew scored nine runs in the 5th & sixth to go up 11-5.  However Rout 66 exploded for seven runs in the bottom of the seventh and ending up winning 12-11.  Ryne Duren came back to haunt his old team by notching three saves in the series.  

The Monarchs had a tough month, getting swept by the Surfers at home and losing three of five to the Elephants.  Evanston’s Early Wynn was magnificent, giving up just eight hits and one run and notching two victories while his mount opponent Jack Harshman was tagged with two losses even though he gave up only two runs in fifteen innings!

Gene Conley had a perfect game through five innings against the Cruisers before his opponent Whitey Ford broke it up with a clean single to right but he ended up winning the game 2-1.  Cal McClish pitched an 8-0 shutout in Game One against the Beavers but then turned around and was bombed 11-1 in the finale.  
Don Newcombe of the Elephants has been a one-man gang so far this season as he has notched an 8-1 record with a 1.80 ERA.  He has completed eight of ten starts and pitched nine innings in one of his two non complete games.  He is also the team’s best pinch hitter; hitting .320 on 50 at bats.

