SPB II JUNE 1959 NEWSLETTER
In the AL the Saints increased their lead to three games and maybe the Holy Ones are for real this year. In the NL, the Bishops are now five games ahead of the second place Elephants.  With intraleague place starting in July, the teams will get a crack at each other and we will see if the two “divinely inspired” clubs can keep it up.  
Billy Bruton of the Fortress continued his hot hitting and is leading the AL with a .348 BA.  His teammate Rocky Colavito leads with 22 homers and Vern Law of the Saints is tied with Bob Anderson of the Gladiators with ten wins each.  In the Senior Circuit, Hammering Hank Aaron of the Elephants is still atop the batting race with a .355 mark while Eddie Mathews of the Bishops leads with 23 homers.  Harvey Haddix of the Slims is ahead with 11 pitching victories.  

The Saints swept the Cruisers in a five game series but then lost five of seven to the Fortress.  One Saint win came on a two-out error in the bottom of the 9th which led to four unearned runs. The Fortress yielded only eleven runs in the first six games.  

At home the Fortress were able to split, going 3-2 against the Slims but losing the series 3-4 against the Saints.  So far this year the Fortress manager is very unhappy with his two erstwhile aces, Johnny Antonelli and Frank Lary each of whom were counted on for 15-20 wins.  

The Hot Rods ran into a tough stretch as the lost three of five to the Elephants and then were shut out four straight times by the Monarchs and suffered through 38 consecutive scoreless innings before they rallied and won the last three games of the series.

After a disastrous month of May, the Monarchs were looking to turn things around and unfortunately for the Bishops they did just that to Salzburg, sweeping a five-game series.  The best game was Number Four when Larry Jackson and Sandy Koufax each twirled a three-hitter but Jackson came out on top by virtue of a Gus Triandos sac fly.  

However the Hot Rods turned the Monarchs month around by winning five of seven and averaging almost six runs a game.  Hot Rod starter Bob Shaw picked up two victories and reliever Ryne Duren allowed zero runs in four appearances and picked up three saves.  

The underachieving Rossville Hornets posted a very successful 9-3 home stand and climbed back to within six games of the lead,  The offense was sparked by a resurgent Gil Hodges and Charley Neal but outfielder Wally Post is still mired in a season long slump and was sent to the minors for the last two weeks of the month to work on his swing.  It is hoped he can return as the everyday RF and post the kind of numbers of which he is capable. 

The Elephants had two especially frustrating games against the Gladiators.  In the first they outhit the Glads 14-8 but left 12 men on base and committed seven (count em 7) errors which led to eight unearned runs and a 9-4 loss.  In the other game they outhit the South River crew 13-5 but left 11 men on base and lost 4-1.   
