SPB II JULY 1959 NEWSLETTER
The month of July was defining for both leagues.  In the Senior Circuit, the Salzburg Bishops opened up a ten game lead over the Elephants and Beavers and are now almost unstoppable with only two months left in the season.  On the other hand the American League is now a free for all with the Saints & Fortress virtually tied for first and three more teams within two games.  With intraleague play now the rule, the teams will be battling with each other and the pennant is anyone’s for the taking. 

In the NL, Hank Aaron of the Elephants still leads the league with a .348 BA but teammate Bob Boyd is right behind him at .347.  Eddie Mathews of the Bishops has a wide lead with 38 homers while Jim Bunning of the Surfers leads with 15 victories.  In the AL, Willie Mays of the Gladiators leads the batting race at .347 and Rocky Colavito of the Fortress is ahead in homers with 31.  Three pitchers are tied with 12 wins each. 

The Portland Beavers had an excellent home record in July as they went 9-3.  They took four of seven from the Cruisers, coming back with four in the ninth to tie one of the games and then won it in the 12th.  They then swept the Saints, with two games going into extra innings and posted three one run victories.  
The Frankfort Fortress roared back into contention by posting a 17-11 record and are now tied for the AL lead.  They lost 4 of 7 to the Hot Rods but then took 6 of 7 from the Gladiators.  The Forts are getting brilliant pitching from lefty Don Mossi but they need more consistency from Johnny Antonelli and Frank Lary.  

The Rossville Hornets posted a 13-13 record in the month and are only two games off the lead.  They lost 4 of 7 to the Gladiators including an incredible 22-inning marathon then dropped 6 of 7 to the Fortress.  In the series the Frankfort crew had 75 hits, scored 57 runs with 33 walks, 13 doubles and 17 homers.  

The Hot Rods went 7-5 at home and were led by Wee Willie Kirkland, who hit .427 in 75 at bats with 3 homers and 16 RBI’s.  Bob Shaw had a brilliant month, pitching in 10 games (5 starts) and posted a 6-1 record with a sparkling 1.80 ERA.  Reliever Lindy McDaniel got into 16 games, saving 6.  
The Southport Saints slipped a bit in July, going 10-16 and are now in the midst of a red hot pennant race.  They dropped 5 of 7 to the Monarchs and saw their bullpen act more like arsonists than firemen.  Could the Holy Ones magic finally be fading?  

The Elephants had several memorable games in the month including a 9-3 win over the Surfers which saw Evanston pitcher Don Newcombe not only twirl a complete game but also go 4-4 as a batter.  They had two nail biters with the Lafayette Slims; in the first they posted a 2-1 win with a run in the bottom of the 10th, the result of a single by pinch hitter deluxe Don Newcombe (who else?).  The other Slim game went 17 innings and was ended by a walk off homer by Hank Aaron, his second of the game.  Despite a stellar batting average, Hamming Hank had been in a power slump and went 25 straight games without a homer before hitting four in the Lafayette series.  
