SPB II AUGUST 1959 NEWSLETTER
The phrase “the cream rises to the top” was very evident in August as both pre season favorites began to pull away from the competition.  The Bishops increased their lead in the NL from ten to eleven games and the Rossville Hornets finally shook away the cobwebs and began to dominate as they went 22-6 in the month and opened up a six-game lead over the Southport Saints who apparently ran out of miracles as the clock struck twelve and they reverted to pumpkins.  

In the NL, Bob Boyd of the Elephants had a hot month with a .400 BA and now leads the league with a .360 average but there is some doubt if he will be able to accumulate enough plate appearances by the end of the season to qualify for the batting title.  Eddie Mathews of the Bishops leads with 45 homers while Jim Bunning of the Surfers has 19 victories to lead in that category.  Willie Mays of the Gladiators leads the AL with a .347 BA while Rocky Colavito of the Fortress has 39 homers.  Warren Spahn of the Hornets and Vern Law of the Saints share the league lead with 15 victories each. 

The Hornets were 13-1 at home during the month, sweeping the Hot Rods and winning six of seven from the Monarchs.  In the Hot Rod series, Charlie Neal hit five home runs, part of the 17 Rossville clubbed in the series, including five in one game.  They only had ten homers in the Monarch series.  It looks like the Hornets are finally moving into high gear and look to be headed for the playoffs.  

The Hot Rods went 8-6 at home but only 3-11 on the road and are now eleven games off the lead.  Norm Larker and Cha Cha Cepeda led the Hot Rod hitters with Larker hitting a cool .474 playing part time, including a walk off 14th inning homer in a 1-0 win over the Gladiators and following that up with a walk off 10th inning double against the Saints.  Cepeda batted .402 with six doubles and four homers including a 4-5 hit for the cycle against the Saints.  The “other Willie”, Tasby that is, did a great Mays impersonation hitting .342 with twelve extra base hits in the month.  Reliever Ryne Duren (he of the Coke Bottle Glasses) continued to shine with a 0.00 ERA in nine games (four saves).  For the season he has pitched in 39 games with 23 saves and a sparkling 0.79 ERA.  

The Saints went a respectable 13-13 in the month.  They lost the first three to the Hornets but then rallied to win the last four.  Unfortunately the Hornets went 19-3 against the rest of the league and the Holy Ones are now looking up rather than looking down.  They were able to win three of five from the Beavers with the best game coming in Game Five which they won 9-2.  Tito Francona and his .365 BA got a day off but Daryl Spencer (4-4), Vada Pinson (3-5) and Gus Bell (3-4) led a 15 hit attack.  
The Goshen Aces had a winning record in the month (14-12) but are still mired in last place.  They lost five of seven to the Monarchs as Jack Harshman won two games for West Warwick.  The Aces won four of seven from the Hot Rods with Harvey Kuenn hitting .521 with thirteen hits in the series.  Don McMahon won two games and also earned a save in the series.  Willie McCovey was called up from the minors in August and broke in with a bang, hitting .383 with eleven homers.
The Frankfort Fortress (or Fartless as the manager likes to call them) probably played themselves out of the pennant race with a lousy 11-15 mark for the month.  The Frankfort crew had won six of seven from the powerful Hornets at Rossville in July but then after winning the opening game against the same team at home, they proceeded to drop six straight.  
