Kenosha Eagles Prepare for Third SPB-1 Season
The Kenosha Eagles are ready to roll for the 1971 season, hopeful to improve on their 1970 record of 78-84, the best among the 4 1969 expansion teams.  The Kenosha fans are not thinking World Series or even play-offs.  Can this team even reach the upper echelon of the NL West?  Here’s how the Eagles shape up for 1971:
C: John Bateman returns as the #1 receiver on the heels of a .228, 12 HR, 54 RBI season.  Two lefty hitters will back him up: Paul Ratliff and rookie Milt May, who will spend some time spend at AA Frederic (WI).  Bateman is durable if nothing else, and will get 500 PA’s.

1B: The Super Jew Duo has been broken up – Art Shamsky, an offensive leader on the 1970 team, is gone, but Mike Epstein (.259, 20 HR, 59 RBI) returns.  Bob Bailey has been cleared by the rules committee to be a back-up 1B, and there is also 2nd-year-man Al Oliver.  AO will spend most of his time in CF in 1971.  Not spectacular – but some owner favorites here.

2B: The 1970 platoon of Ken Boswell and Tim Cullen returns.  Cullen turned in an amazing .990 fielding percentage in 1970 – and Boswell was even better at .993.  They were not a big part of the offense, but their D contributed to the improved W-L percentage in 1970.  Look for great defense and little offense again in 1971.

3B: Owner-favorite and fan-favorite Bob “Beetle” Bailey returns.  Bailey had a career-best .310 season in 1970 with 25 HR and 89 RBI in only 342 AB.  The 25 HR tied him with Rusty Staub for the team lead.  He’ll be an everyday fixture at the hot corner for the Eagles, although he may see some time at 1B.  

SS: Rookie Larry Bowa became the career SB leader for the Eagles with 12 in 1970, and looks to double or maybe triple that number in 1971.  In 159 games, Bowa made only 13 errors while hitting .241 with 50 RBI’s.  He’s the Eagles SS for now and forever (well, almost) and a solid major leaguer.

LF: A couple of “regular Joe’s” patrol Art Shamsky’s old spot.  Joe Lis (another owner-fave) will platoon with newcomer Joe Keough.  Neither one will remind anybody of Shamsky at bat, but we’ll have fun with them out there, and that’s all that matters.
CF: Al Oliver made a big splash as a rookie, and he’ll hopefully follow it up with another good season.  While AO’s .320 BAve couldn’t keep up with the inflated averages of the leaders, his 94 RBI’s and 84 runs scored were 2nd on the team only to Staub.  He struck out only 26 times in 531 Abs while walking the same number of times and contracting17 HBP, 2nd in the league only to Super Target Ron Hunt.  Ken Berry will again get a leave of absence from F-Troop to share CF duties.
RF: Le Grande Orange.  Rusty Staub.  That’s enough.  He gets the “franchise player tag.”

SP: A total of 13 different guys will start for the Eagles in 1971.  Steve Renko becomes the #1 starter as Joe Niekro slips to #4 behind Carl Morton and rookie Steve Stone.  Fred Norman will take the mound as the 5th starter, along with such luminaries as Mike Kilkenny (who killed Kenny?) and Charlie Williams.  That spells “fun” for me!

RP:  A whole bunch of favorites here: closer Tom Burgmeier, Danny Frisella, Steve Kealey, Mike Kilkenny, and the immortal Dangerous Dan McGinn.  John Bonham’s older brother Bill will see action as a LR along with Steve the Lefthanded Barber.  Charlie Williams fills out the RH side.

The Eagles’ 1st round pick in the draft, George Hendrick, will see little action in 1971, but will be counted on to take the two Joe’s place by 1973.
